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I’ve been spending the summer finishing off a few research projects I’ve been doing with GEP student co-authors. GEP 
alum Tim Kovach and I recently completed an article on environmental dimensions of post-conflict recovery in war-torn 
societies. It will appear in the August 2017 edition of Journal of Peacebuilding and Development. Our data analysis shows pretty 
clearly that international donors have paid selective attention to environmental concerns as they fund recovery projects, 
with much more emphasis on urban issues and water and energy infrastructure than on equally pressing rural concerns, 
ecosystem services, biodiversity, and the often-contentious impacts of mining and extractive industries. 

A second project, done with GEP alum Joe Thwaites and PhD candidate Goueun Lee, looks at the pros and cons of the 
UN Security Council getting involved with the issue of climate change. Joe and I conducted a series of interviews at the 
UN last year, with staff, country reps, and Council watchers, and we’ve just submitted an article to a leading journal, Global 
Environmental Politics, for review. 

Newly Affiliated with the Program 

Social Media 

Facebook.com/SISGEP 

Twitter: @SISGEP 

Instagram: @SISGEP 

We are pleased to welcome Claire Brunel and Scott Freeman to the GEP/NRSD 
community. Both joined SIS in Fall 2015 and became affiliated with the Global 
Environmental Politics Program this summer. 

Professor Brunel’s research focuses on issues at the intersection of 
environmental economics and international trade. She is particularly 
interested in providing empirical evidence of the links between 
environmental policies and international competitiveness. For 
example, she asks whether policies that encouraged the use and the 
development of renewable energies in the OECD led to an increase 
in domestic innovation and manufacturing, or rather to a rise in the 
licensing and importing of foreign technologies. Other works 

examine the role of the offshoring of polluting industries in emissions reductions of EU 
and US manufacturing and how to measure the stringency of environmental policies. 
Current works in progress study subsidies of solar panels, the co-benefits of environmental 
regulation in the US, and the trade diversification patterns of developing countries.  

Dr. Scott Freeman is an environmental anthropologist who works 
extensively in both Haiti and the Dominican Republic. He is 
currently concerned with the bureaucracies of international aid 
projects, and how bureaucratic and financial procedures in 
international development undermine conservation interventions. In 
the Dominican Republic, he has conducted research on sustainable 
fishery programs and the relationship between NGOs and coffee 
cooperatives. In Haiti, his research has covered the vetiver perfume 
industry, and soil conservation/reforestation efforts. He has worked with large 
international aid institutions as well as small grassroots NGOs. Dr. Freeman is also 
affiliated with the Université d’etat d’Haiti in Port-au-Prince, Haiti.  

Ken Conca: Research Projects with Alumni 

GEP/NRSD online:   American.edu/SIS/GEP/      sisgep.org      gep@american.edu 

https://www.facebook.com/SISGEP/
https://twitter.com/sisgep
https://www.instagram.com/sisgep/
http://www.american.edu/sis/faculty/brunel.cfm
http://www.american.edu/sis/faculty/freeman.cfm
http://www.american.edu/sis/gep/
https://sisgep.org/
mailto:gep@american.edu


Reimagining Climate Change 

Paul Wapner and Hilal Elver (eds) 

Routledge 

Responding to climate change has 
become an industry. Governments, 
corporations, activist groups and 
others now devote billions of dollars 
to mitigation and adaptation, and their 
efforts represent one of the most 
significant policy measures ever 
dedicated to a global challenge. 
Despite its laudatory intent, the 
response industry, or ‘Climate Inc.’, is 
failing. 

Reimagining Climate Change questions established categories, 
routines, and practices that presently constitute accepted 
solutions to tackling climate change and offers alternative routes 
forward. It does so by unleashing the political imagination.  
Read more at Routledge. 
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Sprout Award Winner 

New Earth Politics: Essays from the 

Anthropocene 

Simon Nicholson and Sikina Jinnah (eds) 

MIT Press 

Humanity’s collective impact on the Earth is vast. 
The rate and scale of human-driven environmental 

destruct ion is 
q u i c k l y 
outstripping our 
political and social 
capac i t i es  for 
managing it. We 
are in effect 
creating an Earth 
2.0 on which the 
human signature is 
everywhere, a “new 
earth” in desperate 
need of humane 
and insightful 
guidance. In this 
volume, prominent 

scholars and practitioners in the field of global 
environmental politics consider the ecological and 
political realities of life on the new earth, and 
probe the field’s deepest and most enduring 
questions at a time of increasing environmental 
stress.  
Read more at MIT Press. 

China’s Environmental Challenges (2nd ed) 

Judith Shapiro 

Polity 

China’s huge environmental 
challenges are significant for us 
all. They affect not only the 
health and well-being of China 
but the very future of the 
planet. 

In the second edition of this 
acclaimed, trailblazing book, 
noted China specialist and 
environmenta l i s t  Jud i th 
Shapiro investigates China’s 
struggle to achieve sustainable 
development  against a 
backdrop of acute rural 
poverty and soaring middle 
class consumption. Using five core analytical concepts to 
explore the complexities of this struggle - the implications of 
globalization, the challenges of governance; contested national 
identity, the evolution of civil society, and problems of 
environmental justice and displacement of environmental 
harm—Shapiro poses a number of questions.  

Read more at Polity. 

Congratulations to former 
Professor Sikina Jinnah! 
Her 2014 book, Post-Treaty 
Politics: Secretariat Influence in 
G l o b a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Governance was recognized 
with the 2016 Harold and 
Margaret Sprout Award, 
given annually to the best 
book on the study of 
international environmental 
problems, prior to her 
departure this summer. 

Post-Treaty Politics is available from MIT Press. 
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Since graduating from the NRSD program in 2006, just over ten years ago, I am now 
just starting my fourth job in this career. After graduating, I moved to Bonn, 
Germany where I spent a year as the Communications Officer of the International 
Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change, a department of 
the United Nations University focusing on long-term social science research related 
to global environmental change including health, food security, urbanization, human 
security, and earth systems governance, among others. From there, I moved back to 
DC to take an ORISE Fellowship position within the Climate Change Division of 
the OAR at the EPA. This was at the beginning of the Obama administration, and 
while the work was interesting, the political deadlock on climate legislation motivated 
me to leave and look for more impactful work. Several months later, I moved back 
to Costa Rica to take up the position of Communications Manager at Earth Charter 
International. I stayed there for four and half years working on education for 
sustainable development, sustainability ethics and philosophy, and international 
sustainable development within the UN system. In between and during these 
positions, I continued to make films, one of which won a prize in a Hollywood 
contest, and two others won selections to festivals. I also developed my own 
methodologies and trainings using improvisational acting techniques, psychodrama, 
narrative therapy, and storytelling. 

At the beginning of this year, I left my position at Earth Charter International and 
moved back to Germany to begin working with an organization called the Collective 
Leadership Institute (CLI). CLI is an internationally operating non-profit 
organisation located in Potsdam (Germany) and Cape Town (South Africa) with 
focus on educational programmes in the area of Collective Leadership and 
Stakeholder Dialogues. We offer capacity building for sustainable approaches to 
stakeholder dialogues, provide process consultancy, research, and build networks and 
communities. In Europe, Asia, Africa, and Latin America, we work with leaders, 
project managers, and change agents from the private sector, the public sector, and 
civil society, supporting and empowering them to create and implement 
collaborative change initiatives for innovative and sustainable solutions to global, 
societal, and local challenges. We specialise in large-scale change processes around 
sustainability with a focus on transformation through high-quality stakeholder 
engagement and with Collective Leadership as our core methodology. The Collective 
Leadership Institute is a cutting-edge organization with deep expertise in bringing 
emerging paradigm leadership concepts to multi-stakeholder processes and projects 
in support of achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. This work is vitally 
important to the long-term flourishing of the human family, as well as serving the 
preservation of life and its beauty on planet earth. 

At CLI, I am a Managing Partner, responsible for both organizational decisions and 
the implementation of our mission in the world. CLI's work is firmly embedded in 
the 17th Sustainable Development Goal on partnerships, which means that we get to 
work in and across many different thematic areas. In the four plus months I have 
been here, I have been involved in a global partnering initiative, global SDG 
implementation discussions, trainings of development sector, private sector, and civil 
society actors, and in August alone I will be traveling to offer trainings and 
workshops in Cambodia and Kenya. I am presently getting involved in several 
networks that are focused on nutrition initiatives and that are pursuing SDG 2 
objectives, and will be renovating CLI's youth program, Youth Leaders for 
Sustainability. Overall, this present position is allowing me to pursue my personal 
mission of helping to foster peace and sustainability. 

 

We are happy 
to welcome  
Morgan Doerge 
to the Program 
as the new 
a c a d e m i c 
advisor for students in the 
Global Environmental Policy 
(GEP) track. Morgan is from 
Hildesheim, Germany. She 
holds a  B.A. from George 
Washington University in 
International Affairs and 
G e r m a n  L a n g u a g e  a n d 
Literature. She will graduate this 
May from American University 
with an M.A. in International 
Training and Education with a 
focus on International Student 
Development.  

Morgan can be reached at 
doerge@american.edu  

Alumni Spotlight: Douglas Williamson 

New GEP Advisor 

GEP/NRSD Newborns 

Congratulations to 2 of our 

Professors and their families! 

Brij Banyan Fizgerald became 
the newest member of Professor 
Malini Ranganathan’s family on 
June 26, 2016. 

Anisah Sage Graddy-Lovelace 
joined Professor Garret Grady-
Lovelace’s family on July 10, 
2016.  
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Elizabeth McWhinnie (NRSD): Bonaire 

"So you're just going to jump off a moving 
boat?" asked the wide-eyed diver as I strapped 
on my fins, grabbed my nursery equipment bag, 
and adjusted my mask at the stern of the boat. 
"Of course!" I replied with a wink, "and if I'm 
lucky the boat will even come back for my 
buddy and I." 

Whether I'm leaping off dive boats to work in 
coral nurseries, transplanting corals in crystal 
clear Caribbean water, making restoration 
supplies and structures, assisting with the 
Professional Association of Diving Instructors 
(PADI) coral restoration certification class, 
working with dive operations, or even just 
pulling snails off transplant sites, each day 
interning this summer with Coral Restoration 
Foundation Bonaire (CRFB) has brought 
something new and exciting. Bida ta dushi as 
we say in Bonaire—life is sweet. While the 
usual discourse on coral reefs can be 
discouraging, the results, sometimes even as 
instantaneous as seeing fish move into a new 
transplant site as soon as we finish 
transplanting, that we see every day at CRFB 
prove that there is hope for reefs. Just as 
exciting is the fascination and interest in reef 
protection that I see in our guests at Buddy 
Dive Resort when I'm working on the dive 
operations aspect of my internship. The 
excitement for marine conservation issues in 
the divers I meet has inspired me to pursue my 
dive instructor certification later this summer so 
that I can empower more people to become 
advocates for our oceans.  

As far as my academic plans, I will continue to 
stay involved in Bonaire by investigating the 
impact of tourism on private sector 
conservation efforts on the island. Personally, 
the amazing, passionate people I have the joy of 
working with each day ensure that I'm staying 
involved in Bonaire and CRFB for the long 
haul, and maybe I'll even eventually pick up 
more Dutch and Papiamentu! I like to jokingly 
say that at CRFB we're "saving the world, one 
coral at a time" and, let's be honest, we are. 

Gabriella Neusner (GEP): Laos (Lao PDR) 

Since February 2016, I have been interning with the GIZ cooperation 
program with the Mekong River Commission (MRC) in Vientiane 
Laos. It has been an exciting six months, during which I have had the 
chance to observe and contribute to the work of an organization that 
I have been studying in my classes at AU. The MRC is an inter-
governmental organization, established in 1995 to facilitate 
coordination between the governments of Thailand, Lao PDR, 
Vietnam, and Cambodia on the management and development of 
shared water resources in the Lower Mekong Basin.  

It was a particularly interesting time to be sitting in the MRC 
Secretariat because the organization is currently in a critical stage of 
its organizational transition. In 2010, the four member countries 

agreed to begin a process through which 
they assume more complete ownership 
over the MRC. As part of this 
commitment, the MRC will be completely 
funded by member countries by 2030, the 
MRC Secretariat staff will be entirely 
made up of member country citizens, and 
the MRC Secretariat will be downsized 
with many of its responsibilities 
decentralized. The MRC Secretariat has 
restructured, merging its 12 programs 
into 4 divisions. It has been fascinating to 
watch this process play out and to see 
this large and complex organization in 
the midst of such dramatic change.  

My work at the MRC was primarily on 
issues related to climate change adaptation and sustainable 
hydropower. One of my favorite tasks was supporting the pilot 
projects to assess and reduce vulnerability to floods in hotspots in 
each of the four MRC member countries. I travelled to the project 
site in Lao PDR to monitor and evaluate the flood risk reduction 
measures that were implemented, including the provision of new 
boats and raised water tanks and filters. 

I leave the MRC feeling inspired by the passion and intelligence of 
the individuals I have had the opportunity to work with. I also leave 
with a deeper appreciation for the highly complex nature of the issues 
surrounding transboundary governance of the Mekong River Basin 
and the many challenges faced by the MRC as it emerges from its 
organizational transition. This internship has intensified my interest 
in environmental governance in Southeast Asia. After completing my 
masters’ at AU, I will be returning to the region to study the politics 
of transboundary haze and deforestation in Indonesia as a Boren 
Fellow. 

Gabriella Neusner (right) 

and her supervisor, Linh 

Dieu (GEP ‘13) 

GEP and NRSD students held summer internships in countries such as Belgium, Sri Lanka, and 
Costa Rica this summer.  Two students provided us with insight into their experiences.  
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Alumni Spotlight: Katy Lackey 

Just how much energy can we generate from poop? When a hurricane knocks out power, how do we bring water services 
back online as quickly as possible? Will brewing beer with recycled wastewater help us accept direct potable reuse? Are 
trees or rain gardens more cost-effective in reducing stormwater runoff? How are utilities using climate information to plan 
for the future? These are some of the weird and interesting questions I have grappled with since graduating from the 
NRSD program in 2013. 

As a Research Manager for the Water Environment and Reuse Foundation (WE&RF), I work on projects in our climate 
change, energy efficiency/recovery, and integrated water research areas. What does this mean? A lot of brainstorming, 
reading, writing, editing, talking to stakeholders, and facilitating meetings and discussions with partners. 

It is an exciting time as the water/wastewater sector moves towards “One Water” management. 
Recognition that all water has value, and a growing focus on fit-for-purpose use of water 
resources, is changing the industry. Wastewater treatment plants are renaming themselves as Water 
Resource Recovery Facilities where wastewater is being recycled and used for irrigation and even 
groundwater replenishment, phosphorus and nitrogen is increasingly recovered, and plants are 
converting methane gas into renewable energy sources. While innovation in reuse accelerates, 
another key element of sustainability is building climate resiliency. The water/wastewater sector 
was among the first to feel the reverberating impacts of climate change. Utilities are working with 
city planners and architects to redevelop urban areas that better “live with water” as flooding and 
droughts become more common. 

Collaborations are key in our work, and I am fortunate to serve on groups such as NOAA’s Water 
& Planning Working Group, EPA’s Decentralized Systems Partnership, and Urban Fabrick’s Water Reuse Group. This has 
allowed me, for example, to survey water/wastewaster utilities across the nation on their climate data needs to help inform 
the President’s Climate Resiliency Toolkit. Currently I am working with Urban Fabrick out of San Francisco to develop an 
Architect’s Guide for Water Reuse (i.e., capturing stormwater on the roof or wastewater in the building and treating it 
onsite for toilet flushing the same building). We will present at GreenBuild LA in October, and hope to release the guide in 
early 2017. 

I am most excited about finishing a two-year project looking at energy management for water/wastewater utilities in Latin 
America and the Caribbean. This includes eight case studies, such as a utility in Quito, Ecuador generating energy through 
micro-turbines in water pipes to treat water, and a plant in Itabira, Brazil optimizing low-energy UASB treatment processes 
and exploring energy recovery from biogas production during wastewater treatment. The project culminates this 
September with an international workshop in Colombia on Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals through Integrated, Energy 

Efficient Water/Wastewater Systems. Another big project will provide 
recommendations for public health guidelines of onsite treatment 
systems. Currently, no national standards exist, but new regulations on 
this are coming up for review in California and other states. 

There is a lot of work to be done! And it is rewarding to apply the 
knowledge and skills honed in graduate school to promote meaningful 
change in the water sector. 

My advice for NRSD/GEPers? Read, read, read. And help each other 
learn. In this age of convenient technology and fast information, you 
will set yourself apart if you know material beyond a quick web 
search. Trust the skills you are building and keep focused during a 
sometimes lengthy job search. There is a place for you. And, finally, 
maintain good professional relationships. A person I interviewed for 
my thesis in Bogota agreed to be a partner on a grant I helped our 
WE&RF team win during my internship, which evolved into a full-
time role to do the research on that project. Opportunities have only 
grown from there. You never know who will be your next partner, 
colleague, or boss. Be kind and do good work. 
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Climate Change Governance on the Road to Paris 

Former GEP/NRSD Professor Sikina Jinnah organized a 
conference examining the California-Quebec carbon market as 
an example of subnational climate governance in the context of 
COP21 in Paris.  

3rd Annual Al-Moumin Distinguished Lecture on 

Environmental Peacebuilding 

For the third straight year the Global Environmental Politics 
Program co-sponsored the Al-Moumin Distinguished Lecture 
on Environmental Peacebuilding with the Environmental Law 
Institute (ELI) and the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP). Liz Alden Wily was honored at the 
event, presenting a lecture titled “Communities & the State: 
Getting the Property Relationship Right for a Safer 21st 
Century.”  

Bill McKibben 

Bill Mckibben spoke at the School of International Service at 
the inaugural Nancy Weiser Ignatius Lecture on the 
Environment. 

2016 Food Tank Summit 

Food Tank partnered with GEP/NRSD for the 2nd Annual 
Washington D.C. Food Tank Summit, The two-day conference 
sold-out in advance and brought over 70 speakers together to 
discuss issues relating to food and agriculture.  

2nd Annual GEP/NRSD Alumni Conference 

A new annual tradition of Global Environmental Politics 
Program brought together alumni, students, and faculty to 
discuss the opportunities and challenges of working for the 
government and for NGOs.  

2016 AESS Conference 

GEP/NRSD hosted the 2016 Association for Environmental 
Studies and Sciences Conference, themed “Science, Empathy, 
Collaboration and Sustainability.” The four-day conference 
brought together faculty and students from academic 
institutions around the world, and included a number of 
presentations by GEP and NRSD students and faculty.   

2015-16 Event Highlights 
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15-16 Practica 

Judith Shapiro Returns to China 

American University is an observer to the 

UNFCCC, and each year the GEP/NRSD program 

organizes AU’s delegation of students and faculty 

to the Conference of the Parties (COP). Below, 

Kristine Smith (GEP ‘15) poses in Paris, where 

she and other students traveled as part of our 

delegation to COP21. 

The SIS Practica program allows teams of students to 

produce a deliverable, such as a report, for client 

organizations (s) to fulfill their capstone requirement. 

In 2015-16 our core faculty led teams producing 

deliverables for organizations in the United States 

such as Greenpeace, the World Resources Institute, 

the Rural Coalition, and the National Family Farm 

Coaltion. Outside the United States, teams conducted 

research for organizations in Israel, Palestine, and 

Brazil. Reports that are published are posted on the 

School of International Service website.   

Dr. Judith Shapiro, director of the NRSD degree track 

and China scholar, returned to China on a speaking 

tour this summer, presenting lectures on “China’s 

Environmental Challenges: The People’s Response.” 

During her tour she was a keynote speaker at the 

“Empires of  Water” conference at Lingnan 

University in Hong Kong and at the International 

Conference on Environmental Governance in China 

in Ningbo. She also spoke at multiple universities in 

Yunnan and was featured at an ENGO roundtable in 

Beijing.  
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